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A Comprehensive Guide to the Language of Warfare 
By Trevor N. Dupuy, Curt Johnson 
and Grace P. Hayes 
1986 233pp. ISBN 0-8242-0717-3 LC 85-26592 $30 U.S. and Canada, $35 olher countries. 
The language of military affairs -
once a specialized vocabulary mainly 
confined to the military profession -
has become a part of our daily lives. 
We encounter military terms in a White 
House press conference on the interna-
tional debt, in newspaper articles about 
the Islamic Jihad or West Germany's 
Green Party, in histories from Caesar to 
Barbara Tuchman , and in literature from 
Homer to Phil ip Caputo. A comprehen-
sive guide to this lexicon of warfare, 
Dictionary of Military Terms provides 
concise , informed definitions of some 
2,500 terms, covering the full spectrum 
of military and naval affairs from ancient 
times to the nuclear age. 
Covers All Areas of Military 
Experience 
The terms defined encompass all as-
pects of military service, among them: 
• Ranks • Fortifications • Tactics 
• Organizations • Weapons 
• Uniforms • Administration • Schools 
• Weapon systems • Strategies 
• Decorations. 
Makes Research Easy for 
All Users 
Dictionary of Military Terms meets the 
needs of a wide range of readers, from 
students of military science researching 
the battle of Thermopylae, to Civil War 
buffs reading one of Bruce Catton's 
works , to high school students prepar-
ing a paper on arms limitation talks. The 
coverage includes such everyday 
terms as skirmish and casualty, as well 
as more techn ical phrases, like broken-
back war and HFIDF (High-Frequency 
Direction Finder). Common-language 
definitions and extensive cross-refer-
ences make research fast and simple 
for all users. 
Covers Terms from All Sources 
Military parlance is eclectic by 
nature, drawing from a great variety of 
official and popular sources. The 
Dictionary includes all significant terms, 
regardless of origin , including: 
• Official designations - ground 
zero, close controlled interception, 
C-ration, gunnage, nuclear 
threshold , field duty, company, 
circular error probable. 
• Battlefield argot - ack-ack, 
concertina wire, flattop , dog watch , 
potato masher, holy water 
sprinkler, pom-pom, doughboy, 
buzz bomb. 
• Foreign language terms -
Gurkha, blitzkrieg, kriss , poilu , 
nebelwerfer, camisade, banquette, 
jaeger, Berserker, bonnet rouge . 
• Acronyms- AWACS (Airborne 
Warning And Control Systems). 
ELINT (Electronic Intelligence), 
BAR (Browning Automatic Rifle), 
DEW Line (Distant Early Warning 
Line), SLCM (Submarine-
Launched Cruise Missile). 
• Nicknames - Old Ironsides, Big 
Bertha, Hellcats, Beefeaters, 
Doodle Bug, Brown Bess. 
• Archaic terms - halberd, arbalest , 
cataphract, bodkin, tabard , 
hipparch, onager, castellum, 
psiloi . 
Covers Military Meaning of 
Common Words 
The Dictionary clarifies the military 
meaning of many terms which also 
enjoy popular non-military use, includ-
ing accolade, cohort, defile, melee, 
parole, and tattoo. The definitions also 
describe the derivation and military 
provenance of selected terms, tracing 
such designations as Bangalore tor-
pedo, Fabian tactics, Grande Armee, 
Assize of Arms, and Maginot Line to 
their origins with specific historical 
figures and events. 
Compiled by Eminent Military 
Historians 
Trevor N. Dupuy (Colonel , U.S. Army, 
Ret.), is a military theorist, historian, 
former professor of military science and 
tactics at Harvard University, and 
author and co-author of many books, 
including Brave Men and Great 
Captains, Compact History of the Civil 
War, Encyclopedia of Military History, 
and A Theory of Combat. 
Curt Johnson is Managing Director 
of the Historical Evaluation and Re-
search Organization (HERO) and the 
author of many books and articles on 
subjects in military history. 
A former U.S. Navy officer, Grace P. 
Hayes has written extensively in the 
field of military history. Her most recent 
publication was a history of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff in the war against Japan. 
To Order, Call Toll-Free: 
1·800·367·6770 
In New York State, call 1-800-462-6060; 
in Canada, call collect 1-212-588-8400. 
ACRL 
has your 
Number! 
Statistical publications from the Association of College and Research Libraries 
can help your library to plan, budget, evaluate services, and conduct research. 
ACRL University 
Library Statistics 
1983-1984 
1985,55p. 
Data from 86 non-ARL university libraries in 
the United States and Canada. 
ACRL members, $12; non-members, $15. 
ISBN 0-8389-6892-9. 
ACRL University 
Library Statistics 
1981-1982 
1983,55p. 
ACRL members, $12; non-members, $15. 
ISBN 0-8389-6596-2. 
ACRL University 
Library Statistics 
1978-1979 
1980, 47p. 
ACRL members, $5; non-members, $7.50. 
ISBN 0-8389-6739-6. 
Library Statistics of 
Colleges and Universities 
1982 Institutional Data 
1984, 177p. 
Includes statistics on over 3,000 academic li-
braries surveyed by the National Center for Ed-
ucation Statistics. 
ACRL members, $12; non-members, $16. 
ISBN 0-8389-6640-3. 
Quantitative Criteria for 
Academic Research 
Libraries 
By Kendon L. Stubbs. 
1984, 135p. 
Using data from almost 3,000 academic li-
braries, this book attempts to answer the· ques-
tion, "What is an academic research library?" 
In tables arranged by state, each institution is 
ranked by a component score. 
ACRL members, .$15; non-members, $19. 
ISBN 0-8389-6788-4. 
Association of College & Research Libraries 
50 East Huron Street 
Chicago, IL 60611-2795 
(312) 944-6780 
CD--ROM 
. Databases 
frotn Bowker 
Thousands of Pages oflnfonnation 
on a Disc Only 4. 72'' in Dianteter! 
We set the standard for ac, out a display, even generate a 
quisitions and reference infor, purchase order ... all at the 
marion with Books in Print. touch of a few buttons. What's 
Now we're bringing you into a more, you'll have on,site con, 
whole new era of accessing and trol and instant access to the 
using that information. information you need, without 
Books in Print Plus is the the mainframe downtime or 
first of the forthcoming line of overloading you can run into 
CO,ROM 'Plus' System with on,line searching. 
databases that will put the most In the months to come we'll 
comprehensive body of book be demonstrating our new CO, 
information published on com, ROM products, conducting 
pact discs. The Books in Print workshops, introducing con, 
Plus database will include venient payment programs and 
Books in Print, Subject Guide more. We're taking the lead in 
to BIP, BIP Supplement, Forth, this revolutionary new infor, 
coming Books, and Subject mation delivery system. But 
Guide to Forthcoming Books. then, what else would you ex, 
In a matter of seconds, you'll pect from The Information 
be able to locate a title, print Company? 
To leam more about Bowker's CD .. ROM products, 
call toll .. free: t .. soo .. 52t .. 8110. 
BOtNK£R 
ELECTRONIC 
PUBLISHING 
The 1987 
Dire~oty of Directories 
16 directories 
in one! 
Separate sections for: 
General Business 
SpecUiclndUSbies 
Agriculture 
Law and Government 
Arts a: Entertainment 
He3Itb a: Medicine 
Religious Affairs 
Information Sciences 
.. .and much more. 
The 1987 
Directory features: 
0 10,000 informative, up-to-date listings 
0 2,180 brand-new entries 
0 Thousands of revisions in previous 
material 
0 Thorough coverage ofNorth American 
directories 
0 Major foreign directories in 
100 countries 
0 Detailed Subject Index covers 
over 3,000 topics 
0 Title Index identifies all directories 
in the book 
Available on 60-day approval. 
Standing Orders receive a 5% discount. . 
Prepay for an additional 5% discount. 
Customers outside the U.S. and Canada add 10%. 
For Fast Service-
Call Tollfree: 800-223-GALE 
4th edition. 
Edited by 
Cecilia-Ann Marlow 
and Robert C. Thomas. 
1800 pages in 2 vols. Indexes . 
$17.5.00. (Published Sept. 1986) 
NEW! Entries now include availabilJty in : .. 
't..-· \. . ·"i" .. , t\'•: 
o · Comput;'f1ieadtl)Je -Fdil;n~ts 
(magnetic tap($-~d 'diskettes) .'. · .. 
0 Other Formats'·( mailing labels/3",x 5" 
cards, microform, aod· ~omputer ! 
• • • \ · < •• • ' printouts) , , . :. 1)_-,, ·' · , . 
Also Available: DOD: Publishers . 
Volume. Two useful arrangement~.-.I)._. 
Alphabetic. arrangement qf all direcrpiy 
publishers listed in OOD. 2) Geogdiphic 
arrangement of directory publishers:: by 
country, state, and city. $150.00. (Due :·.· 
Oct. 1986) ., ; 
Gak 
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Booky.,...,.. DeUolt, MI 48226 (j 
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